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Simply put, the Republican plan

would allow the insurance companies
to continue to place healthy profits
over healthy patients. The Republican
bill does not end the outrageous prac-
tice of drive-through mastectomies. In
fact, it leaves medical decisions in the
hands of the insurance company ac-
countants instead of doctors. In fact, it
does not provide any mechanism to
hold the plan accountable when the
plan abuse kills or injures someone and
when they deny care to someone.

Democrats have introduced a real
managed care bill to insure that doc-
tors and patients and not insurance
company bureaucrats are making those
critical health care decisions. It is
time we had a scheduled debate on real
managed care in this House and that
we pass the Democratic Patients’ Bill
of Rights Act.
f

BEST WISHES TO THE HONORABLE
TOM MANTON ON THE AN-
NOUNCEMENT OF HIS RETIRE-
MENT FROM CONGRESS

(Mr. KING asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KING. Mr. Speaker, this morning
I would like to reach across the aisle
and extend my sincerest best wishes to
my good friend, TOM MANTON, who yes-
terday announced his retirement after
this session of the United States Con-
gress.

I have had the privilege of knowing
TOM MANTON for almost 20 years and
despite any party differences we may
have, I can honestly say I have never
met a more decent man, a man of
greater integrity, a man of greater
commitment to his community and to
this Congress.

TOM MANTON was an outstanding po-
lice officer, he was a member of the
Marine Corps, he was a member of the
New York City Council and a Congress-
man for the past 14 years.

TOM has worked in many areas, prob-
ably none more than the quest for Irish
peace and freedom, and certainly the
Good Friday Agreement that was
reached in Belfast this past April is as
much a tribute to TOM MANTON as any
Member of this body or any person in
this country.

TOM, I wish you the very best, I wish
you and your family many years of
health and happiness, and thank you
for your years of service to this coun-
try.
f

MANAGED CARE REFORM

(Mr. Stupak asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, the Re-
publican Party has introduced the In-
surance Industry Protection Act in-
stead of the Patients’ Bill of Rights.
Make no mistake about it, there are
major differences between the Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights and the Repub-
lican fig leaf proposal.

The Republican plan still leaves med-
ical decisions in the hands of insurance
company clerks. It allows for drive-
through mastectomies; does not give
access to specialty care when needed;
does not allow women to choose their
obstetrician or gynecologist as a pri-
mary care doctor; does not provide for
the continuity of the doctor-patient re-
lationship; provides no effective mech-
anism to hold accountable an HMO
plan when it abuses or kills or injures
someone. There are only two organiza-
tions in this whole country that have
immunity, HMOs and foreign dip-
lomats.

Mr. Speaker, the Democratic plan
wants to make sure that good health
care is the right of every American. If
you pay for it, you deserve it. You have
the right to demand the treatment you
need from your managed care plan.
f
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THE TRUTH ON HEALTH CARE
REFORM

(Mr. EWING asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EWING. Mr. Speaker, I have sat
here and listened to the berating of the
health care plan on the Republican
side. It really disturbs me, the distor-
tion, the lack of truth, the lack of facts
that are being put out.

The Republicans have and are put-
ting forth a strong health care plan,
one that will not put hundreds of thou-
sands of Americans without insurance,
as the trial lawyer plan that the Demo-
crats have would, but one that allows
us to have a review process first. It
does not eliminate the ability to go to
court, but it allows a review process
first that makes the system work.

Now, our friends on the other side are
still sweating because they did not get
socialized medicine. We have a plan
here that will work for America. We
have the strong bill, not the weak bill.
The weak bill is just to go to court. Of
course, you are probably dead, but you
get your decision.

Let us get to the facts and the truth
here.
f

DEMOCRAT PATIENTS’ BILL OF
RIGHTS

(Mr. ROTHMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, this
week I join more than 160 Members of
Congress in signing a discharge peti-
tion to force the Republican leadership
of the House to allow the Democrats’
Patients’ Bill of Rights to be voted on
in the Congress. The Democrats’ Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights states that man-
aged care should be more about manag-
ing the health of our loved ones, and
not about managing and protecting the
profits of HMOs; about protecting the

health of patients, not the financial
stability of the HMOs.

Mr. Speaker, HMO reform must pro-
vide that if the HMO wrongly denies
coverage and that wrongful denial
causes the injury or death to a patient,
that that patient or his family can
hold the HMOs accountable for their
decision. That is, in a nutshell, the dif-
ference between the Republican and
Democratic patient plans. The demo-
cratic proposal would allow patients to
hold HMOs accountable; the Repub-
lican plan does not.

Moderates on both sides of the aisle
have endorsed the Democratic Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights, but the Repub-
lican leadership in the House refuses to
allow the Democratic Patients’ Bill of
Rights to be voted on.

I urge Americans, call your Member
of Congress and demand a vote on the
Democrat Patients’ Bill of Rights. Hold
HMOs accountable.
f

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, ALISON RENEE
BARTON

(Mr. BARTON of Texas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
July 22, 1975, was a hot sultry day in
Crockett, Texas. Early in the morning
my wife woke me up and said, ‘‘I think
the time has come to take me to the
hospital.’’ We did, and, luckily, within
an hour or two, we had a beautiful
young baby daughter, Alison Renee
Barton.

Alison grew up to be a delightful
young girl, playing in the sandbox,
playing house. As a teenager, she was
the lead in a one-act play in her high
school, and, now, as a beautiful young
woman, she has graduated from Texas
A&M and is going to be a teacher.

Today, on her birthday, I just want
to say, that Alison, your father loves
you, your mother loves you, your
brother and sister love you. Happy
birthday.
f

ACTION MUST BE TAKEN TO STOP
WORLD ECONOMIC CONFLAGRA-
TION
(Mr. LAFALCE asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAFALCE. Alison, happy birth-
day.

Mr. Speaker, we have a very, very
fragile global economy today, and, in a
good many areas, Asia, Russia, et
cetera, it is burning. Unfortunately,
this burning flame is spreading, and
while the world economy burns, unfor-
tunately, the House Republican leader-
ship is fiddling. They are fiddling with
the replenishment of monies for the
only financial mechanism that exists
to deal with international economic
problems, the International Monetary
Fund.

There was supposed to be a markup
in the full House Committee on Appro-
priations today. It was called off. We
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have delayed this for well over a year
now. It is unconscionable.

Japan has been in the economic dol-
drums for about half a decade. If the
yen gets above 150 or so, the situation
will get extremely worse. China could
devalue. We could face a conflagration
around the world.

The House Republican leadership
must stop fiddling around.
f

IRS REFORM PROVIDING PEACE
OF MIND TO AMERICANS

(Ms. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, yesterday
the Congress sent bipartisan IRS re-
form legislation to President Clinton’s
desk for his signature. The bill will
protect honest, productive Americans
by leveling the playing field between
taxpayers and the IRS.

Everybody has a horror story about
the IRS and about one of their audits,
so we took action. By shifting the bur-
den of proof from the taxpayer to the
IRS, taxpayers now will be innocent
until proven guilty under the new law,
just as any American is innocent in a
U.S. court of law.

For the first time, Congress extended
confidentiality protections to tax-
payers that covers the advice they re-
ceive from their tax preparers. This
change should provide some taxpayer
peace of mind by protecting them from
IRS fishing expeditions at taxpayer ex-
pense.

The IRS reform bill is an important
example of how Republicans in Con-
gress are working very thoughtfully
and very steadily to improve the qual-
ity of life for all Americans.
f

CONGRESS MUST ACT TO
STRENGTHEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

(Mr. ETHERIDGE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to call on this Congress to pass
legislation to strengthen our neighbor-
hood public schools. As a former super-
intendent of schools in my State, I
know firsthand what it takes to im-
prove education for all of our children.
We must raise academic standards for
our students and ensure accountability
to our parents, the taxpayers and our
communities. We must build new
schools to reduce overcrowding and to
provide a safe and orderly disciplined
environment, free from drugs, violence
and gangs. We must reduce class size
and equip our children with the basic
skills they need to make the best of
their God-given ability.

But instead of helping our public
schools, where over 90 percent of all of
our children attend, this Republican-
led Congress, has chosen risky voucher
schemes that would divert public re-
sources to subsidize private schools.

Using taxpayer money to provide pri-
vate schools tuition is wrong. Our
neighborhood public schools need all
the resources we can provide them. I
commend the President for his veto
yesterday of the private school voucher
scheme.

I have a better bill for our public
schools. My bill would provide money
out of that voucher bill to provide
building new schools. I urge this Con-
gress to take action.
f

HUMANITARIAN DE-MINING IN
WESTERN SAHARA MUST START
NOW

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
on behalf of 165,000 refugees living in
the middle of the harsh Western Sa-
hara Desert. Just last week I returned
from a visit to these refugees. I was
deeply impressed with the strength and
determination these people showed in
their ability to survive in the midst of
such a harsh environment.

The Sahrawi people are in refugee
camps because of a 20-year territorial
dispute with Morocco over the land
known as Western Sahara. The conflict
ended with an agreement that the
United Nations peacekeeping force,
called MINURSO, will conduct a free,
fair and transparent referendum.

Unfortunately, as I saw last week,
according to the July 10 report from
Kofi Annan to the UN Security Coun-
cil, Morocco continues to obstruct this
process by denying the Swedish de-
mining contingent the use of their
equipment to carry out their task to
remove the hundreds of thousands, and
perhaps millions of land mines, that
have been placed in Western Sahara.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the Kingdom of
Morocco to review its position as re-
quested by the UN so the process
agreed to by both parties can continue
and the lives of innocent civilians be
spared by permitting the team to de-
mine the area.
f

SUPPORT DEMOCRATIC PATIENTS’
BILL OF RIGHTS

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, this could be your story, the
story of the over-the-counter prescrip-
tion that the Republicans are offering
the American people with health care.

You could have the story of the wit-
ness yesterday in our managed care
hearings whose baby died in her stom-
ach in the eighth month because her
HMO refused to give her the kind of
care needed for high-risk pregnancy.
Maybe you would be the young student
who fell off the bar doing acrobatics
and gymnastics, and Dr. Wei, a witness
who came to our attention, found her

in great pain with little pulse. When
they called for an ambulance, the HMO
said, ‘‘Oh, she doesn’t need an ambu-
lance. We know she is nine-years old,
we know she is crying in pain, we know
she has no pulse, but she doesn’t need
an ambulance.’’ Or maybe you might
be the person who needed breast cancer
surgery and fought with your HMO
down to the very wire, when it was too
late almost, until your Congressperson
had to call and get that kind of sur-
gery.

The Republican so-called bill dealing
with health care leaves my constitu-
ents and leaves all Americans with no
water in their cup. I am not going to
support an empty cup. Support the
Democratic Patients’ Bill of Rights.
Stand for what is right.
f

PROTECT AMERICAN LIBERTIES
(Mr. BARR of Georgia asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
when you connect the dots of several
recent Clinton administration actions,
a frightening picture clearly emerges.

Over the past few months, the admin-
istration has issued several executive
orders and proposed agency rules which
will fundamentally change the rela-
tionship between the government and
the States and their citizens.

The Department of Transportation is
moving us rapidly toward a national
identification license. Executive Order
13083 abrogates the powers of the
States and the people thereof and over-
rides the 10th amendment.

The administration is working to de-
velop a ‘‘health identifier’’ system to
track every citizen’s medical history
from cradle to grave. The FBI seeks
the power to track cell phone owners
and users without a court order, while
it also seeks to levy a gun tax and com-
pile a registry of lawful gun owners in
America.

Mr. Speaker, take notice of the pic-
ture being drawn. Let us take the nec-
essary steps now to protect our lib-
erties, before they are lost completely.
f

WOMEN’S CAUCUS LEGISLATION
MUST-PASS LEGISLATION MOV-
ING FORWARD
(Ms. NORTON asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, this ses-
sion the Congressional Women’s Cau-
cus has crafted a must-pass list of bills
which we call the Magnificent Seven.
For the first time, the Women’s Cau-
cus, and we are now 55 women strong in
this Congress, has chosen not a wish-
list, but a real list for passage.

Last week the second of the Magnifi-
cent Seven passed, the Lowey amend-
ment affording contraceptive choices
for Federal employees. The week be-
fore, sections of the Violence against
Women Act, another priority, passed.
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